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Development of Speech Audiometric Word Lists Consist of Japanese Family Names for
Hearing-Impaired People who are Difficult to Adopt to Nonsense Mono-syllabic Word
Discrimination Test

Naoki ONUMA (Division for the Hearing Impaired)

Abstract

To improve the reliability of the results of hearing articulation tests, word lists that are phonetically well
balanced must be used. Although lists of nonsense mono-syllabic words are used when conducting word
discrimination ability tests, many infants and elderly people with hearing impairement cannot easily adapt to
such word lists. In this study, the author attempted to develop an easy speech audiometric test method, and
provisionally constructed three types of word list that consist of names called among family members, i.e., a
list of names of family relations (father, mother, etc.), a list of pet names (first names), and a list of surnames,
to enable test subjects to easily understand the words in the lists and thus test their ability to discriminate the
words they hear.

Key words

hearing impaired person, speech audiometry, word discrimination test,
family relations word lists,
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