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Information Literacy Education for Clinical Acupuncturists
O A Trial of Training Program for Postgraduate Acupuncture Education [

Hiroshi Tsukayama, Hitoshi Yamashita

Tsukuba College of Technology Clinic

Today health professionals are forced to adapt to circumstances of the information-oriented medical system and
the explosive spread of the Internet by drastic changes of our society. Acupuncturists are, of course, no exception.
We are trying to introduce an education program of informatics, which will be demanded by acupuncturists in the
near future, to postgraduate clinical training at Tsukuba College of Technology Clinic.

This program, based on tutorial and self-teaching, contains updates in medical knowledge, practice of evidence-
based medicine, computer literacy, search and communication with the Internet and so on.

Information-oriented society is still in the process of growth. Therefore, the knowledge and skills which were
learnt passively will soon fall behind the times. To prevent this, acupuncture practitioners need to acquire
information literacy and update themselves actively on medical information. Though there is room for improvement,
the necessity of the present program will increase in continuing education for acupuncture practitioners.

Key words: acupuncture practitioner, postgraduate clinical training, information literacy, medical informatics, self-
directed problem solving
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