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A Tentative Undergraduate Acupuncture Program for Basic Clinical Skills:
Improvement of Interpersonal Skills through Simulation and Role-Playing

Hiroshi Tsukayama, Hitoshi Yamashita
Tsukuba College of Technology Clinic

Recently, clinical clerkship has been introduced to undergraduate medical programs in Japan in order to allow
medical students to acquire clinical competence. Before participating in such programs, the students are required to
learn basic clinical skills.

At Tsukuba College of Technology Clinic, undergraduate acupuncture students participate in clinical outpatient
activities for the similar purpose as clinical clerkship in medical schools. However, the actual condition of the
students observed in the clinical service seemed insufficient for conducting clinical clerkship program. We therefore
trained the undergraduate students in a tutorial program of simulation and role-playing.

The students who joined this program improved their interpersonal skills using verbal and non-verbal
communication. We suggest that it is necessary for undergraduate acupuncture students to learn more basic clinical
skills before proceeding to clinical clerkship.

Key words: undergraduate clinical training, acupuncture practitioner, clinical skills, interpersonal skills, role-playing
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