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Comparison of the check rates of items on the University Personality Inventory between
visually impaired and hearing impaired students

Tsuguo YOSHIDA"™] Tadahiko ICHIKAWA"™1 Tomoko ISHIKAWA""[ Masashi HORI""
““Department of Physical Therapy, Tsukuba College of Technology
“THealth Service Centers, Division for the Visually Impaired, Tsukuba College of Technology
"THealth Service Centers, Division for the Hearing Impaired, Tsukuba College of Technology

Y2 University of Tsukuba

Abstract: Tsukuba College of Technology is the first three-year national university established as an
institute of higher education for the visually and hearing impaired. We have been systematically
conducting a University Personality Inventory (UPI) survey of our students since 1989 in order to
assess their mental health. Informed consent was obtained from all participating subjects. In our
previous studies, we compared the UPI scores of new students at Tsukuba College of Technology with
those of normal controls (students from the University of Tsukuba), and found no significant difference
between the UPI scores of the visually impaired and the control groups. However, we observe a
significant difference in average UPI scores between the hearing impaired and the control groups,
indicating that the hearing impaired group had a higher degree of mental health. Thus, comparing
these three groups from the viewpoint of mental health, we found that the hearing impaired group
differed significantly from the other two groups, whereas the visually impaired group was overall
similar to the normal control group. The average UPI score of the hearing impaired new students in
1997 was lower than that of the visually impaired students, which finding corresponded to that in
previous studies. In this study we investigated the cause or causes of the differences between the
hearing impaired and the visually impaired groups by means of comparing the check rates of the items
on the UPI.

Key Words: UPI, The hearing impaired, The visually impaired, Mental health, Check rate
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