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Tsukuba College of Technology Techno Report, 2001 No.8

Needs Assessment for Audiological Support According to the Self-Evaluation
of Hearing Problems in Elderly People

Naoki ONUMA"""] Eiko MIZUNO*
““Research Center on Educational Media, Division for the Hearing Impaired, Tsukuba College of Technology

““Life Design Institute

Abstract: As the population continues to age, it is important that we address the problems of elderly
people with hearing impairments. We sent out questionnaires to 600 men and women between the ages
of 60-74, and asked them about their hearing abilities and the means to compensate for hearing loss.
The results of the research yielded several suggestions about the hearing problems of elderly people
and the possibilities to compensate them for hearing loss. As a result, 3.1% of over 60 year-old people
now wear hearing aid, with distinction of sex, 4.1% of men and 2.1% of women. With generation
distinction, we prove that rate of wearing hearing aid shows a tendency to go up from latter half 60's to
early 70's. From the result of "self-check list to hard of hearing", 7.7% of over 60-year old people have
problems of hearing, and over 10% early 70's old people have not yet received appropriate auditory
compensation support in spite of candidates who have to wear or consult hearing aid.

Key Words: Elderly people, Hearing impairment, Self-evaluation of hearing problems, Hearing-aid,
Auditory compensation
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