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Science and Words
— World in a Mirror (From My Lecture Notes) —

KOBAYASHI Tsunehiro
Department of General Education, Division for the Hearing Impaired, Tsukuba College of Technology

Abstract : The difference between scientific words and words used in our daily lives are investigated. It is
well-known that the left and right are replaced in a mirror. So, how is the case of the up and down in the mirror?
In the consideration of a correct answer to this question I show the fact that the words of up-down have two
different meanings. That is to say, one has the meaning determined by the direction of the gravitational force of
the earth, which is the meaning used in our daily lives, and the other is that used in the upper half and the lower
half of the body. When we follow the meaning of the up-down used in our daily lives, the answer to the above
question is different from that of the case where the meaning of the up-down is taken as that of the upper and
lower halves of the body. Throughout this discussion it is noted that some words used in our daily lives should
not be used as scientific words straightforwardly.

Key Words : Science, Words, Basis of Words, Ambiguity of Words
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