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Abstract : A group from the Tsukuba College of Technology visited the State University of New York at Buffalo
(UB) and the National Technical Institute for the Deaf (NTID) from July 11th until July 23rd, 2002. This was
the third such study trip. One member of the faculty, one from administration, and four students from the
Division for the Visually Impaired participated.

At UB, we toured the Center for Assistive Technology (CAT), which conducts research and provides education
and services for adaptive devices, visited the Office of Disability Services, which coordinates accommodations
and services for students and employees with disabilities, and attended classes in the English Language Institute
(ELI), which prepares international students for university study. We were also invited to join in activities
sponsored by the ELI.  These included a bus trip to the Summer Jazz Festival at Albright-Knox Art Gallery and
a subway ride to watch an evening professional baseball game. (During this time one of our students from the
Department of Physical Therapy, on a one-year program at UB, joined in several of our visits.)

To learn about support services and social resources for disabilities in the US, we visited the Olmsted Center for
the Visually Impaired (formerly the Blind Association of Western New York) and the Independent Living Center
of Western New York. Extracurricular activities included visits to Niagara Falls, the Italian Heritage and
Culture Festival, a therapist of Swedish massage, and a home barbecue with the family of a UB faculty member.

In Rochester, besides having a tour of the computer center and facilities of NTID (which has a long-standing
exchange program with the Division for the Hearing Impaired), we took a cruise on the Erie Canal. Individual
impressions/reports by participating students are included.

Key Words : Visually impaired, Hearing impaired, Disability support, Overseas study trip, Sister college
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