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Trend in Physical Therapy Practice of Graduates with Low Vision

USUBA Mariko, MAESHIMA Toru, & YOSHIDA Tsuguo
Department of Physical Therapy, Tsukuba College of Technology

Abstract : An investigation of trends in the occupational environment and the needs for postgraduate education
in the professional field of the Physical Therapy for graduates with low vision was performed. Questionnaires
were mailed to 66 graduates, who graduated between 1994 and 2000 from the Department of Physical Therapy
at Tsukuba College of Technology. We collected 34 (53%) valid answers. Ninety-four % have worked and
92% continue to practice as a physical therapist. Sixty two % continued to work at the same place since
graduation. Seventy-two % work in hospitals, especially at general hospitals with less than 300 beds. On the
average, their co-workers at work usually consist of a few physical therapists and an occupational therapist.
Despite their low vision, they are treating a wide variety of patients, except that they treat a large percentage of
patients with cerebral vascular disease (40.1%) compared to Japanese physical therapist in general (25.4%).
As 68% seek continuing education, and as 10% work as the only therapist in rehabilitation department, some
kind of follow-up system or the setting up a refresher course by a college would be beneficial for them to
review and update the practice of physical therapy.

Key Words : Physical Therapy, Low Vision, Postgraduate education, Questionnaire Survey, Physical Therapy
Practice
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