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Research and Support Center on Higher Education for the Hearing and Visually Impaired,

Tsukuba University of Technology

Abstract: This study aims to describe the career development process of a single deaf woman based
on her life history. This woman played a pioneering role in the deaf women’s movement during the
turbulent Showa era. By understanding the historical and cultural background, this study will clarify
the relationship between the experiences of changing the perspectives of people with disabilities and
the structure of the transition in the perception of disability. The structure derived from the life history

9 <

of the deaf woman comprises three periods: “seedling as a deaf person,” “opening up the path for
women with disabilities,” and “deaf people’s movement rooted in life.” It turned out that the structure
influenced her career development process as well. The process could be considered a means of self-

recognition and identity development for a person with a disability.

Keywords: Life history, Career development, Deaf woman





