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Education and Special Arrangements for University Admission Tests for the
Visually Impaired in Finland

KATOH Hiroshi
Department of General Education, Tsukuba College of Technology

Abstract : I visited the Jyvéskyld School for the Blind and blind-related institutions in Finland in late January of
2003. I would like to report on the Finnish situation with regard to education for the visually impaired and
university admission arrangements for them. In principle visually impaired children go to local regular schools
in Finland, except for the multiple disabled, who go into special schools. The Jyvéskyld School for the Blind is
the only special school for the visually impaired but there is another blind school in Helsinki for Swedish
speaking people. One of the functions of Jyvédskyld School is to be a dormitory school for the blind from
preschool to upper secondary level. It also serves as a resource center. The advancement rate to universities in
Finland is the highest in the EU. Finnish universities require applicants with visual impairment to pass a two-step
selection process for admission, the same as for the sighted. The first condition is passing the school leaving
examination (matriculation) and the second is the entrance examination administered by each university. Braille
tests for blind applicants are prepared for both exams.

Key Words : Finland, Jyviskyld School for the Blind, resource center, university admission, matriculation,

entrance examinations in Braille
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