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Analysis of Difficulties Encountered by Japanese Hearing-Impaired Students

Regarding Supplementary Particles, Conjunctive Particles, and Conjunctions

WAKINAKA Kiyoko

Division for General Education for the Hearing and Visually Impaired,
Research and Support Center for Higher Education for the Hearing and Visually Impaired,
Tsukuba University of Technology

Abstract: Focusing on Japanese supplementary particles, conjunctive particles, and conjunctions,
this study analyzed the difficulties faced by hearing-impaired students at Tsukuba University of
Technology. The results showed that it is difficult to use particles concerning giving-receiving and
inside-outside; to use particles that sound similar (for example, “tokoroga” and “dokoroka”); and to
solve problems using abstract words, problems that require reading comprehension, problems that do
not follow the general principle regarding word order change during particle use, and problems that
require attention to which particles are already in the sentences. Rote memorization of “the function
of the particle” is sometimes inappropriate. It is difficult to appropriately use particles for which the

sign language is the same, for example, “(suru)node” and “(suru)kara,”

Keywords: Hearing impaired, Japanese supplementary particles, Conjunctive particle, Conjunctions





