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From here, I am going to write in English. About study
of English, T couldn’t understand so much unless the na-
tive speakers spoke slowly for me. Nevertheless, I feel my
listening skill is improving gradually, but speaking is get-

ting poorer rather than better. But I was happy that I could
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talk with native speakers. I realize I can communicate with
foreigners in English and it’ s really splendid.

On various occasions, I would like to study English. So
if the occasion arises, I want to go to abroad and study in
English.
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Fourth Study Tour to the United States of America from the Division for the Visually
Impaired, Tsukuba College of Technology

PAULY Martin !’ AOKI Kazuko '’ ICHIKAWA Ayumi 2’
SHIMADA Hirofumi > NOMURA Kousuke 4’ HINATA Satoru *’
1) Department of General Education, Division for the Visually Impaired, Tsukuba College of Technology
2) Academic Affairs Second Section, Tsukuba College of Technology
%) Student of the Department of Physical Therapy, Division for the Visually Impaired, Tsukuba College of Technology

4) Student of the Department of Computer Science, Division for the Visually Impaired, Tsukuba College of Technology

Abstract : A group from the Tsukuba College of Technology visited the State University of New York at Buf-
falo (SUNYAB) and the National Technical Institute for the Deaf (NTID) from July 4th until July 18th, 2003.
This was the 4th study trip. Two members of the faculty, one from administration, and three students from the
Division for the Visually Impaired participated. At UB, we toured the Center for Assistive Technology (CAT) ,
which conducts research and provides education and services for adaptive devices, visited the Office of Disabil-
ity Services, which coordinates accommodations and services for students and employees with disabilities, and
visited the Dept of Physical Therapy and the Dept of Sports Medicine. Our group attended classes in the English
Language Institute (ELI), which prepares international students for university study. We were invited to join in
activities sponsored by the ELI. These included an outdoor evening concert. Outside of the campus we visited a
private Physical Therapy clinic and the office of a therapist of Swedish massage. To learn about support services
and social resources for disabilities in the US, we visited the Olmsted Center for the Visually Impaired and the
Independent Living Center of Western New York. Extracurricular activities included visits to Niagara Falls, the
Buffalo Zoo, and two home barbecues. In Rochester, besides having a tour of the facilities of NTID, we took a
cruise on the Erie Canal and visited the George Eastman Museum.

Individual impressions by participating staff and students are included in this report.

Key Words : Study tour, Visually impaired, State University of New York at Buffalo (SUNYAB) , National
Technical Institute for the Deaf (NTID), Disability support
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