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Sports and Athletes with Hearing Impairments

—A Case Study of a Female Athlete with Experience of Integration—

KADOWAKI Midori, KOBAYASHI Yoko, OSUGI Yutaka

Research and Support Center on Higher Education for the Hearing and Visually Impaired,
Tsukuba University of Technology

Abstract: Deaf sports refer to all sports in which the deaf and hard of hearing persons with
various backgrounds including disabilities, age of hearing loss, education, participate. Worldwide,
Deaflympics is the most important sports event for deaf athletes. Therefore, this research aimed to
expand on Kadowaki’s (2017) research on the significance of deaf sports for athletes with hearing
impairments, who also participate in other regular sports. I interviewed a female athlete with a hearing
impairment, integrated in a general school, and analyzed the data obtained in the conversation with
her. The results showed that deaf sports has elements that prove that a wide community has accepted
hard of hearing persons and newly confirms the change of values in disability affirmation. It also

suggested that there is a positive influence in the regular sports that she is involved in.

Keywords: Deaf sports, Deaflympics, Integration, Consciousness change





