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National University Corporation Tsukuba University of Technology

A Guide to Practice at Virtual Multi-Character Keyboard for Kanji Input

- In Case of "Keyboard Integration (KI)" -

KOSHIKAWA Kazutada, MIYAKAWA Masahiro
Faculty of Health Sciences, Tsukuba University of Technology

Abstract: : A practice guide is described for the previously reported nonconversion kanji input
method with a virtual multi-character keyboard, which is named "Keyboard Integration (KI)".
Nonconversion kanji input is generally considered to be far from practical because the beginner
will be required to keep the key sequences for numerous characters in mind, although the method
itself might be straightfoward. For overcoming this difficulty, KI is equipped with the "learn-after"
function. This report introduces two effective practice examples, which make use of this function.
The examples are:

(1) A practice with sample texts. The beginner inputs a sample text, character by character, by
stroking the proper character keys, each of which is sequentially displayed in the guiding
character keyboard image.

(2) An intensive practice of a kanji among its word usages for the Daily Kanji Character Set
(Joyo-Kanji), beginning from the Primary Education Kanji subset, such as "—".

During this learning process, the beginner will find it easy to know character potitions by using
the arrangement rule of characters on KI as a clue, and will increase the number of characters that
can be input without a key-guide.

Since this input method is based on character-position-finger strategy, it has two alternative
advantages:

(1) Less reading-dependency because of directly pointing out ideographical characters.

(2) Less sight-dependency because of touch method typing with proper auditory assisting
fuctions.

Key Words : : Nonconversion input method, Kanji input, Input practice, Touch method typing,

Keyboard Integration





