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English Vocabulary Size of Visually and Hearing Impaired Japanese Students
-How Much Have They Mastered Basic 2000 Words?-
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PAULY Martin ¥ MIYOSHI Shigeki ? KOBAYASHI Makoto 2 3
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Abstract : The problems of low English abilities of Japanese college and university students is often
discussed. Some researchers focused on their vocabulary size. They insisted that mastering the
basic 2000 words is essential to improve their English levels. However, both visually and hearing
impaired students apparently have problems of inputting new words and phrases. This study was
intended to search vocabulary size of visually and hearing impaired college students. We found that
average vocabulary size of visually impaired students was about 1500, and that of hearing impaired
students was about 1300. It shows that both groups have not mastered the basic 2000 words. We
also looked at the relations between the students' English levels and their vocabulary size.

Key words : Visually impaired, Hearing impaired, English learning, Vocabulary size, Basic 2000
words





