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Significance of International Exchange Programs and Study Tours
for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Students
- Report on the study tour of 2009 and considerations
of study tours for eight years -

ARAI Takaaki, TANAKA Akira
Department of Industrial Information

Abstract: March 2009 marked the eighth anniversary of our international exchange programs, mostly to Nordic countries.
We have been carrying out such programs every March since 2002. Owing to the feedback received from the participating
students, many students have shown interest in participating in such study tours. Every year, more than ten students
participate in these programs. Such study tours provide a medium for interaction between deaf students and deaf people;
teachers and students give lectures, whose topics include “Communication,” “Sign Language,” “Education,” and “Deaf
Culture.”

In this paper, we report on the proceedings and the results of the study tour of March 2009 to Finland (Helsinki, Jyvéskyla),

Sweden (Orebro), and Germany (Hamburg) and discuss the significance of such tour programs.

Key Words: International Exchange, Study tour, Educational program, Deaf education, Communication





