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An Analysis of “Reading Skills” of Freshmen

HOSOYA Miyoko
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Tsukuba University of Technology

Abstract: In recent years there has been an increasing concern for the standard of first-year (freshmen) education. In
particular there is a need for improving their reading and writing (literacy) skills. This paper discusses the “reading skills” of
freshmen, considering both fiction and non-fiction literature.

First, we show the examples of their “reading” and identify problem areas. Next, we consider the origins and causes of these

problems. Finally, we present the trends in literacy development.

Key words: First-year (freshmen) education, Literacy, Critical reading skills





