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Five Years of Braille Translation Network Activities;

Results of a Questionnaire Survey to Participants in Braille Translation

NAGAOKA Hideji"”, TANAKA Naoko", ONOSE Masami?, NODA Kagari?

DResearch and Support Center on Higher Education for the Hearing and Visually Impaired,
Tsukuba University of Technology
Y Academic Affairs Section for Students with Visual Impairment, Administrative Division,

Tsukuba University of Technology

Abstract: A project for improving the learning environment of students with visual impairment was
carried out in which books on information technology, science, and mathematics were translated
into Braille. The Braille translation tasks were assigned to the 6 groups participating in the Braille
translation network that was organized for this project. Some university staff members shared
the other tasks, for example, the selection of books to be translated into Braille, and possession
and provision of the electronic data for the Braille books. They also provided support for Braille
translation activities, which included holding workshops, publication of reference materials, and
administration of the Internet mailing list. Many Braille books have been produced and provided to
students with visual impairment over the approximately 5 years since the project began. In addition,
various secondary achievements were obtained through the efforts in support of Braille translation.
The results from a questionnaire survey of the Braille translation participants, the details of their

circumstances, and the importance of support for their activities are shown.

Keywords: Visual impairment, Learning environment, Braille book, Support for Braille translation,

Questionnaire survey



