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Abstract: What has been brought about by the institutional and philosophical change from Special
Education to Special Needs Education in Japan? We consider the change of curricula in universities’
teacher training courses, in relation to policy reports and the shift in requirements for establishing the
courses. In the Special Needs Education System, every teacher in schools has a chance to teach and sup-
port pupils or students with special needs. Keeping in mind the change in the concepts, there is need for
justification of the curricula’s new standards. As it stands now, the teacher training course in universities

faces a host of problems in curriculum development.
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