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Abstract: Not all Japanese universities have been able to implement the systemic shift to special needs
education by making appropriate changes to the curriculum of their teacher training courses. The
imperfect procedures of the authorization system of t eacher-training courses may lead to a situation
wherein the curriculum of many universities does not meet the necessary standards under the present
conditions. Fundamental knowledge about the development and learning of p upils and students with
disabilities is not guaranteed by teacher training education at the university level under existing
conditions, although teachers of all schools may be involved in the education of a child needing special
support. This situation can be improved by introducing a notification system to indicate when universities

make changes to course syllabi.
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