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Teaching German and French to Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing Students
MATSUFUJI Midori, TERASHIMA Masako, SATO Jun-ichi

Research and Support Center on Higher Education for the Hearing and Visually Impaired,
Tsukuba University of Technology

Abstract: Learning a foreign language is one of the most difficult subjects for deaf and hard-of-hearing
students. Teaching a foreign language class with normal hearing, deaf, and hard-of-hearing students can
be very challenging. Consequently, the teachers, at times, feel frustrated and do not know what to do. The
Tsukuba University of Technology offers German, French, and American Sign Language as second
foreign languages for deaf and hard-of-hearing students; indeed, most of the students choose one of these
offerings. Because German and French are taught by teachers, most of which do not use sign language,
every lecture is captioned by typists. The teachers also develop methods to make the lectures suitable for
the deaf students. A report of these efforts will provide useful information for teachers of foreign
languages at other colleges.

Keywords: Second foreign language, German, French, Common Europe Framework of Reference
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