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Educational Content Regarding the Hearing and Visually Impaired in Elementary School

Japanese National Language Textbooks- A Focus on 2010 Approved Textbooks -

HOSOYA Miyoko
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Research and Support Center on Higher Education for the Hearing and Visually Impaired,

Tsukuba University of Technology

Abstract: The description of disability in Japanese national language textbooks reflects how the
society of a particular time has viewed disability. We surveyed the 2010 approved elementary school
national language textbooks—a total of 58 books from five publishers. The results of the survey
determined that, of the educational content referring to the hearing and visually impaired, 1) more
material was related to visual impairment than to hearing impairment; 2) interest in sign language
has declined, but an excellent new teaching material has been introduced on the theme of sign
language; and 3) there are three well-established sections covering the visually impaired and Braille.
As textbook content is the most important educational material in school education, it is necessary
to continuously monitor how the concept of disability and images of people with disabilities are

presented.

Keywords: Japanese national language textbooks, Hearing impaired, Visually impaired, Sign

language, Braille





