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Education under the Open System: Agendas to Ensure Requisite Education

and Educational Quality in a Ten-year Onsite Inspection Report
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Abstract: The system shift to special needs education can be realized only when universities offer
teacher-training courses that include a component on children with impairments. In the new system,
every teacher at every school has the opportunity to teach children with special needs. However, ten-
year inspection reports on the accredited teacher-training courses at universities have revealed that
students in teacher preparation courses are not guaranteed to study the development and learning
of children with impairments in the present certification system. There is also a move to create a
non-governmental accreditation system with an alliance of universities having the relevant teacher-
training course, but this trial presupposes that the institutions fulfill the criteria. Eventually, even
with a new accreditation system, we cannot ensure that teacher education will be appropriate for the
era of special needs education. It is thought that this situation can be improved only by obligating
universities to establish teacher-training course committees that hold authority across departments
and developing a system of notifying the government when the universities change their course

syllabi.

Keywords: Special needs education, Teacher-training course, Open system of teacher education,

Practical inspection of authorized universities, Accreditation





