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Visit to the United Kingdom’s Royal National College for the Blind for the Purpose

of Globalizing Japanese Education for Students with Visual Impairments

DONOYAMA Nozomi, SASAKI Ken, SASAOKA Tomoko, KONDO Hiroshi, OHKOSHI Norio

Course of Acupuncture and Moxibustion, Department of Health, Faculty of Health Sciences,

Tsukuba University of Technology

Abstract: In March 2015, we visited the Royal National College for the Blind (RNC), an institution
of further education for students with visual impairments over age 16, located in the United Kingdom.
Upon enrollment, students complete an assessment and individual programs are designed to meet their
individual requirements and needs. Students can study a wide range of courses at the RNC, including
various courses in vocational training that prepare students for required occupational qualifications.
For instance, after completion of courses in Complementary Therapies, students are eligible to test
for a Level 3 ITEC in massage, reflexology, or other complementary therapies, and after completion
of courses in Art and Media, students are eligible to test for a Level 2 or 3 BTEC. The RNC also
contains a Sports Academy, a sports center for people with visual impairments. The campus is large,
and some of the facilities are open to the public. We believe that the RNC is an appropriate institution

for an international exchange program for our students.
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