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Abstract: Empowerment is an important issue for Deaf or hard of hearing students. However,
there is no empowerment program for Deaf or hard of hearing students in Japan. The Postsecondary
Education Program Network of Japan developed an Empowerment Program and conducted three
workshops from 2011 to 2013. The following aspects are important for empowerment: 1. Confidential
relationship, 2. literacy or awareness of information support, which needs 3. experience of explaining
their disability and needs, 4. role models, and vision for the future. In addition, peers are also

important for an empowerment program; peers can broaden students’ mind and help such students see

a clearer vision for the future.

Keywords: Empowerment, Deaf or hard of hearing students, Support for students with disabilities,
Post-secondary education





