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Implications of Making the Subject of Special Needs Education

Compulsory in the Teacher Preparation Curriculum

KATOH Hiroshi

Research and Support Center on Higher Education for the Hearing and Visually Impaired,
Tsukuba University of Technology

Abstract: The next Act for Enforcement of the Educational Personnel Certification Act includes
a reform bill that will require that more than one credit subject be taken on understanding infants,
children, and students needing special support. This may definitively be called a step forward for
teacher training in the era of special needs education, beyond the conventional stipulation to learn
about mental and physical development processes and learning among impaired infants, children, and
students as part of the subject of basic educational theory. It has been pointed out that such imperative
regulation is ineffective in practice, but the effectiveness of enforcement is being enhanced. In this
paper, we discuss the significance and the expected future impact of the enforcement of the amended

regulation.

Keywords: Teacher training, Act for Enforcement of the Educational Personnel Certification Act,

Compulsory credits for special needs education, Imperative regulation





