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Development of Deaf Studies Educational Material

that Conveys Gender and Women’s Studies Viewpoints

KOBAYASHI Yoko, OSUGI Yutaka, KANNO Natsumi

Division for General Education for the Hearing and Visually Impaired,
Research and Support Center on Higher Education for the Hearing and Visually Impaired,

Tsukuba University of Technology

Abstract: We developed educational material for Deaf Studies that conveys Gender and Women’s
Studies viewpoints and focuses on students who are deaf and hard of hearing, especially female
students. First, we collected information on the course syllabi for Deaf Women’s Studies at higher
education institutions in the U.S., as well as educational material such as textbooks used in the
courses. After identifying the main factors contributing to the effectiveness of Deaf Women’s Studies
classes in the U.S., we organized and created draft educational material. We held a study meeting led
by experts on women who are deaf and hard of hearing, and agreed to develop educational material
structured around four themes: 1) History of women who are deaf, 2) definition of Deaf Women’s
Studies, 3) families and local communities surrounding women who are deaf, and 4) careers and
women who are deaf. We plan to utilize this educational material in two ways. (1) It will be used in
the course “Deaf Community and Participation in Society” offered at NTUT. (2) So that other higher
education institutions, schools for the deaf, and meetings led by women who are deaf and hard of
hearing can use it, we plan to upload the information to the server administered by NTUT, make
it available on the internet, and/or distribute it in DVD format. We hope that the utilization of this

educational material will empower students who are deaf and hard of hearing.

Keywords: Deaf Studies, Deaf Women’s Studies, Gender and Women’s Studies, Educational

material development, Empowerment





