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Need for a Web-based Teaching Material Sharing Network: Focusing on Teachers

at Vocational Training Courses in Schools for Students with Visual Disability
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Abstract: This study aimed to examine the need for basic medical teaching materials (TM) that can
be shared online among teachers working at schools or national rehabilitation centers for students
with visual disability in Japan. In 2020, the survey was conducted to gain insight into the TM
currently being used or desired for acupuncturist, physical therapist, and judo therapist vocational
training courses. A total of 312 teachers from 61 of 67 surveyed schools completed the questionnaire.
Of these, 39% relied on Braille or audio for communication; 57% reported difficulty collecting TM
until now; 80% wished to use online TM, of whom more than half wished to use images, videos, and
audio files. We observed no correlation between teachers’ difficulty of collecting TM and their age,
years of experience, and interest in and desire to use online TM (r < 0.5). The Ministry of Education
has recently been promoting information and communication technology, which could explain why

teachers want new types of TM.

Keywords: Students with visual disability, Teachers, Web-based teaching material network, Basic

medicine, Questionnaire survey





