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Analysis of Difficulties Facing Hearing-impaired Students

Understanding the Honorific in Remote Classes

WAKINAKA Kiyoko

Division for General Education for the Hearing and Visually Impaired,
Research and Support Center for Higher Education for the Hearing and Visually Impaired,
Tsukuba University of Technology

Abstract: In 2020, many universities switched to remote learning because of COVID-19. I also
taught remotely for about 1 year for the required subject “Japanese A and B” at Tsukuba University of
Technology. I combined classes using Zoom with learning using the learning box (a remotely shared
folder). I switched from “careful commentaries by the teacher in the class” to “repetition learning
using the exercises in the learning box.” I let students with hearing impairments write a paragraph
that discussed pros and cons of an issue. Overall, 9% of the students wrote logically inconsistent
sentences, 50% wrote sentences that did not take a precondition into account, and 35% did not
consider that the subject of “teaching” is the teachers and that the subject of “taking a class” is the

students.

Keywords: Hearing impaired, Japanese, Argumentation, Logical consistency





