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Abstract: From March 1-11, 2019, the Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT), with whom we
have an inter-university agreement, hosted an 11-day cross-cultural exchange program in the eastern
United States. Before the program began, we tried to improve participants’ readiness by offering some
pre-program training sessions such as preparatory classes and English/ASL salons. We also tried to
enhance participants’ teamwork and cooperation skills by preparing a workshop that we offered RIT
students during the program. Moreover, we adopted a “buddy system” for this program, in which
participants were paired up with two RIT students as “buddies” and experienced RIT campus life
together. This system enabled the participants to gain a deeper understanding of one another, and led

to their growth in terms of both communication and problem-solving skills.

Keywords: Deaf or hard-of-hearing students, International exchange program, International

exchange program in the eastern United States, Rochester Institute of Technology





