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A Report on the 2016 Study Tour to the East Coast of the United States

—Based on the Inter-University Agreement—

SHIRASAWA Mayumi, OSHIKA Aya?, TAIRA Satoko",

DResearch and Support Center on Higher Education for the Hearing and Visually Impaired,
Division of Research on Support for the Hearing and Visually Impaired,
Tsukuba University of Technology
YResearch and Support Center on Higher Education for the Hearing and Visually Impaired,
Division for General Education for the Hearing Impaired and Visually Impaired,

Tsukuba University of Technology

Abstract: For 11 days, from February 18 to 28, 2017, a study tour to the east coast of the United
States was held at the Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT), with whom we have an inter-university
agreement. This study tour was held as a part of an international exchange program of Tsukuba
University of Technology (NTUT). Students who participated paired up with RIT students as “buddies”
and experienced RIT campus life together. This experience brought them a deeper understanding
about each other beyond cultural and language differences. The tour also included observations and
meetings with faculty and staff members of RIT student services, such as the Department of Access
Services (DAS) or the Disability Service Office (DSO). From these meetings, participants could learn

about advanced education and support systems for students who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Keywords: International exchange program, Rochester Institute of Technology, Cross-cultural

communication





