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Auditory Difficulties Student Support System
in Sweden and England

Tomokatsu HASHIMOTO
Professor of Architectural Engineering Course
Tsukuba College of Technology

Summary

Study Visit for Support System for the Deaf in Sweden and England In order to find out what should be support system for the
deaf in Japanese universities, we visited Sweden having stipulated by laws for the first time in the world that the first language for
deaf persons is the sign language.

I summarized main points of the results and Japanese study themes.

1-1. Builguinskolan (Orebro Senior High School)

Builguinskolan is a school (senior high school) set up as an annex to a common school. At present, the number of students is
approximately 1,650, and the professional education has been developed in six courses.

For students gathered from all the country far from families, there are four kinds of accommodation: Family Home, Group
Accommodation, Student Home and Independent Flats. Besides, attention have been given also in the hardware sphere for auditory
difficulties students such as character type telephone, TV information system, CD-ROMs for sign language learning, etc.

1-2. Auditory Difficulties Student Support in Orebro University

Orebro University has accepted and supported auditory difficulties students in a leading way even in Sweden.

At the present time, among approximately 95 difficulties students studying in the university, auditory difficulties students are
approximately 60.

Among them some 10 students have received the support of sign language interpretation. Besides, supports like extension in test
hour, rewriting in braille, note take, writing supplement, etc. have been received.

It was a surprise that the supports to such an extent have been burdened only by 2.5 supporter’s hands.

1-3. Auditory Difficulties Student Support System of Stockholm University

Through the inspection of Stockholm University which plays a leading role of study and practice of sign language, we questioned
interested parties of the University as to the overall figure of the auditory difficulties student support system. The summary is as
follows:

In 1972, the study of sign language method was started in the university.

In 1981, the sign language was recognized by the law.

In 1982, the sign language method constituted an independent faculty, and in 1990, lessons were carried out.

The university education was positioned in the lifetime education, and it is possible to matriculate again in the university even at
any point of time in the life and graduate even spending how many years if taken the specified units.

2.1. English Communication Support System

We heard the outline of organization and administration at the head office of RNID in London, and visited courses of sign
language in Greenwich Center aiming at adults.

Besides, we received the explanation on the organization at NDCS for preschool pupils and exhibition of information units.

In England, they have been administered by the cotributions and volunteers.

As for service, consultation, education, training, demand of sign language, exhibition and introduction of information units,
circulation bus service, etc. for preschool pupils and adults have been carried out, being a support system of civil initiative type.
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