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Difficulties Encountered by Hearing Impaired Students

Regarding Japanese Honorifics and Sentence Proofreading

WAKINAKA Kiyoko
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Abstract: This study analyzed the difficulties encountered by hearing-impaired first-year students
enrolled in the mandatory subject Japanese A at Tsukuba University of Technology. After an
explanation regarding “the guidance of the honorific,” it was still very difficult for them to properly
use honorifics in the humble vs exalted forms, depending on the situation. Even when they could
correctly use an intransitive or transitive verb in a short sentence, it was difficult for them to use it
correctly in a long sentence. Moreover, it was difficult for them to correct unnatural sentences in terms
of the structure of the sentence. Students also found it difficult to rewrite an ambiguous sentence in

two ways that could clearly distinguish between the two possible meanings.

Keywords: Hearing impaired, Japanese, Honorific, Sentence proofreading





