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A Tentative Introduction of Electronic Medical Records to a
Clinical Training Course in Acupuncture and Manual Therapy
for Visually Impaired Students:

Its Educational Merit and Problems to be Solved

NARUSHIMA Tomomi, TSUKAYAMA Hiroshi, SASAKI Ken, DONYAMA Nozomi, OHKOSHI Norio

Course of Acupuncture and Moxibustion, Department of Health, Faculty of Health Sciences,

Tsukuba University of Technology

Abstract: We introduced the use of electronic medical records (EMRs) into the simulated clinical
training of acupuncture, moxibustion, and anma (Japanese style manual-therapy) in a pre-graduate
education program for visually impaired students. Students were educated about the EMR system
to investigate the merits of this system and to discover possible problems. They learned to organize
medical information acquired by examination of a simulation patient. EMRs facilitate the easy
review of previous courses of treatment and allow simple modifications to be made to treatment
plans. However, the process of learning how to use the EMR system can be difficult for both students
and teachers. Students must spend a significant amount of time inputting information. Teachers must
exert significant efforts to provide feedback comments for students. Therefore, these problems must

be solved before the EMR system can effectively be taught to visually impaired students.
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